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RAM MOHAN ROY,  1772-1833

Ram Mohan's birth falls into the period when the English
began to look upon India as something more than a mere
"market" for their East India Company. It was the age of
Burke and of Warren Hastings' impeachment: the two sayings
of the former that "great empires and little minds go ill to-
gether," and that the British Nation must look upon its role
in India as that of a "trustee," sum up the new orientation of
British policy in India, which set in at this time and rendered a
response of willing cooperation on the part of India's elite
possible. When in 1765 the Emperor of India delegated to the
East India Company governmental powers in the territories
occupied by them, the Company first became more than a
purely trading concern; when in 1833 ^e British Parliament
once more renewed the Company's Charter, it forced the Com-
pany to cease henceforth altogether to be a commercial body.
Ram Mohan Roy's life lies between these two dates, which
circumscribe this great transition period, during which the
British Nation became increasingly conscious of its moral
obligations: and it is no mere coincidence that, when in 1813,
the Company's Charter came up before Parliament for its usual
decennial renewal, it was so amended as not only to throw
India open to the trade, but also to the Missionaries of the
whole realm.

R. M. Roy was in the first instance a religious reformer.
Already at the age of 16 he had, under Moslem influence,
written a Bengali pamphlet against Idolatry; sixteen years
later he returned to the charge in a Persian booklet entitled
A Gift to Deists. Indeed the Deism of Western XVIIIth-
Century thought dominated him, and his main preoccupation
was, how to rid the religion of Hinduism of both image worship
and sacrificial rites. He was 21 when he took to the study of
English, and 41 when he withdrew from all secular work and
devoted himself entirely to his studies. A great Sanskrit scholar,